
  

 

June 2, 2020 

 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  

          In these past few weeks and months, our nation has faced not only the COVID-19 virus 

but racial unrest. Reactions to the killings have caused an outpouring of sorrow, grief, and in 

some cases violence and others have lost their lives. Some who lived through the 1960's in 

our country find this time reminiscent.  

          The first church which began on Pentecost was multicultural. People from different 

areas gathered in Jerusalem and they heard their own language being spoken by Jesus' 

disciples. It's important to note that the disciples didn't speak one language they spoke 

different languages to this multicultural gathering. It is not unreasonable to assume that there 

were differences in appearance and cultural backgrounds as well as in languages. The 

message of Christ went out to the first church and they united in a way that most had never 

seen before. Christ's message is one rooted in the unity of all people. We recognize that we 

are sisters and brothers. 

        We affirm that all people are equal in God's sight. (Galatians 3:28)  

One resource from our Presbyterian denomination claims "God loves variety and diversity. The 

grace of God is not contained within particular human groups, nor does God's grace erase our 

differences. Racism falsely proclaims that difference is negative, rather than evidence of God's 

abundant creativity."[1] 

          And we are reminded how the prophets in the Old Testament "proclaim God's care for 

those who are oppressed and God's demand for just action. Jeremiah says that God "delights" 

in justice (Jer. 9:24). In Amos, the LORD calls for the people to "establish justice in the gate" 

and "let justice roll down like waters" (Amos 5:15, 5:24). The prophet Micah states that what 

the LORD requires is "to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God" (Micah 

6:8).[2] These are not empty words for us, but a deep calling upon who we are as children of 

God. 

          How do we respond? 

          We respond by answering the call to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 

God. We respond in word and in deed. We pray for those the families of who have lost their 

lives because of racism. We respond with hearts full of sorrow for the pain felt by our sisters 

and brothers. We listen to the experiences others have that we may not fully understand.  



           The words carefully written by some in our denomination in the 1960's and accepted 

into our Book of Confessions may also have some wisdom for us today. "God has created the 

peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling love, [God] overcomes the 

barriers between brothers [and sisters] and breaks down every form of discrimination based on 

racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all men [and women] 

to receive and uphold one another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, 

housing, education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. 

Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers to those 

injured by it. Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude, dominate, or 

patronize their fellowmen, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt on the 

faith which they profess." Taken from the Confession of 1967. 

           May it be so. 

           Another way to respond is to ask for guidance and conversation if any of these topics 

strike a chord with you. Taking a hard look at racism is not easy. Recognizing that sometimes 

we are unknowingly complicit is not easy. Being reminded of situations of racism that you have 

experienced is not easy. If you need to lament, ask questions, or need help working through 

your thoughts in this time please don't hesitate to reach out. We as always, are here to walk 

with you in all parts of your faith journey. 

  

Blessings and Peace, 

Rev. Greg Garis and Rev. Alissa Conner 

  

  

 

 

[1] Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural Community Antiracism Study Guides; Racial 

Equity & Women's Intercultural Ministers; Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) p. 2. 

[2] IBID, pp. 2-3. 

 

 

  
 

 


